Philosophy 6 – Man, God, and Society in Western Literature
Instructor: 
Joshua Beattie – jsbeattie@yahoo.com
Lecture:  MTWTh 10-12, 215 Dwinelle

Office Hours:
Friday 10-12, 215 Dwinelle







Course Description:

In this course, we will read major works of literature with a philosophical eye.  In particular, we will examine how works drawn from the Ancient, Medieval, and Modern periods offer different viewpoints on issues including (but not limited to!) the following: humankind’s place in the world, the form of ‘the good life’, freedom and responsibility, the status and content of morality, the value of different social relationships…and the nature of the divine and how it relates to all of the foregoing.             
Required texts:

Homer, The Odyssey (Fitzgerald translation).  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.

Dante, The Inferno (Ciardi translation).  Signet Classics, 1982.

Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (Pevear and Volokhonsky translation).  Farrar, 

Straus and Giroux, 2002.
Requirements:

There will be 10 in-class writing assignments – usually two per week, roughly 30 minutes each – which account for 40% of the overall grade.  One of these assignments will then be expanded and re-worked into a 5-page paper, which will count for 20%.  An in-class final exam is worth another 20%, and discussion performance accounts for the remaining 20%.
It should be noted that there will be a great deal of reading for this course – usually 50-70 pages a night.  The in-class writing assignments are designed, in part, to reward those who keep up with the reading schedule.  
Note about in-class computer use:

You are welcome to use computers in class for note-taking, BUT you are hereby forewarned that if I am convinced you are doing something other than note-taking on your computer – and it is very easy to tell! - you will receive a 0 for your class discussion grade (see above).  

Note about plagiarism:

Plagiarism on any assignment will result in an F for the course and referral to the Office of Student Conduct.  The University’s student guide regarding academic dishonesty can be found at http://students.berkeley.edu/osl/sja.asp?id=1143&rcol=1201.  Feel free to ask me if you have any questions.
Schedule (updated):

Tue., 7/6 – Introduction

Wed., 7/7 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books I-III

Thurs., 7/8 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books IV-VI ***
Mon, 7/12 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books VII-XII
Tue., 7/13 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books XIII-XV ***

Wed., 7/14 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books XVI-XVIII
Thurs., 7/15 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books XIX-XXI ***
Mon., 7/19 – Homer’s The Odyssey, Books XXII-XXIV

Tue., 7/20 – Dante’s The Inferno, Cantos I-VIII ***
Wed., 7/21 – Dante’s The Inferno, Cantos IX-XVII

Thurs. 7/22 – Dante’s The Inferno, Cantos XVIII-XXIII ***
Mon., 7/26 – Dante’s The Inferno, Cantos XXIV-XXXIV; The Purgatorio, selections

Tue., 7/27 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Books I-II ***
Wed., 7/28 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book III 

Thurs., 7/29 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book IV ***
Mon., 8/2 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book V-VII    [5-page paper due]
Tue., 8/3 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Books VIII ***
Wed., 8/4 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book IX

Thurs., 8/5 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book X ***
Mon., 8/9 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book XI-XII(thru chapter 8)
Tue., 8/10 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, Book XII and Epilogue ***
Wed., 8/11 – Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, continued discussion

Thurs., 8/12 – Final Exam
(*** denotes an in-class writing assignment on that day)
