Philosophy 3 – The Nature of Mind

Instructor: 
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          Lecture:  MTW 2-4:30pm
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Mon  10-11:45am (247 Moses)
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GSI: 

George Tsai – gttsai@berkeley.edu

          Section:  Th 2-4:30pm
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Website – http://courseweb.berkeley.edu/courseweb/pub/courses/2006/SU/PHILOS/3/001

Course Description:

This course will serve as an introduction to philosophical thinking about the mind.  As with any good introduction to philosophical thinking, it will raise many more questions than it will answer.  These questions will include the following:  What is the mind?  What do we mean when we say someone is thinking, or experiencing something?  Is our conception of the mind compatible with a scientific outlook?  Could a computer think?  Can animals?          
Requirements:

There will be one short written assignment (1-2 pages, worth 10% of course grade), two papers (each around 4 pages and worth 25%), four quizzes (totaling 10%), and an in-class final exam (20%).  Participation in discussion during lecture and section will also be worth 10% of the overall course grade.  
Syllabus:

Unit 1:  Can Science Explain the Mind?

7/3 – Introduction
7/4 – No class
7/5 – Epistemological problems: self-knowledge and knowledge of other minds 

Descartes, Meditations 1 and 2 (online, see below)

Nagel, Chapter 3 of What Does It All Mean? (reader)
**short assignment handed out**

7/10 – The problem of subjectivity 

Nagel, “What Is It Like to be a Bat?” (online, see below)
**short assignment due** 
7/11 – The problem of the unified self 

Nagel, “Brain Bisection and the Unity of Consciousness” (reader)
7/12 – The problem of free will 

Nagel, Chapter 6 of What Does It All Mean? (reader)
7/17 – The problem of intentionality/representation 

Crane, excerpts from The Mechanical Mind (reader)
**first paper topic(s) handed out**

7/18 – Problems of causation and norms 

Kim, excerpts from Mind in a Physical World (reader)

Dretske, excerpts from “Norms, History and the Constitution of the Mental” (reader) 

Davidson, excerpts from “Mental Events” (reader)
7/19 – Evolutionary explanation, pro and con 

Dennett, excerpts from Darwin’s Dangerous Idea (reader)
Fodor, “Deconstructing Dennett’s Darwin” (reader)
Unit 2:  What is the Mind, Anyway?

7/24 – Is it a “thing that thinks”? 

Descartes, Meditations 1, 2, 6 (reader)
**first paper due**

7/25 – Is it just behavior? 

Ryle, excerpts from The Concept of Mind (reader)
7/26 – Is it just the brain? 

Armstrong, “The Nature of Mind” (reader)
7/31 – Is it just a computer program? 

Pinker, excerpts from How the Mind Works (reader)
**second paper topic(s) handed out**

8/1 – Is it just a computer program? 

Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs” (online, see below)
8/2 – Is it just a “useful fiction”? 

Dennett, “True Believers: The Intentional Strategy and Why It Works” (reader)

Churchland, “Eliminative Materialism and the Propositional Attitudes” (online)
Unit 3:  Further Issues
8/7 – Animal cognition and the relation between thought and language 
Davidson, “Thought and Talk” (reader)
More TBD

**second paper due**

8/8 – Does neuroscience show we have no free will? 

Libet, “Do We Have Free Will?” (online, see below)
8/9 – Final Exam  
Readings:
The course reader is available at Copy Central (2560 Bancroft Way).
The following papers are not in the reader but are available online; please note that you may need to use a campus connection to have access to certain sites.
Descartes, Meditations   http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/descartes/meditations/meditations.html
Nagel, “What Is It Like to Be a Bat?”   http://www.jstor.org/view/00318108/di981277/98p0396a/0
Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs”  http://www.bbsonline.org/Preprints/OldArchive/bbs.searle2.html
Churchland, “Eliminative Materialism…”  http://www.jstor.org/view/0022362x/di973176/97p03235/0
Libet, “Do We Have…”  http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/imp/jcs/1999/00000006/F0020008/966
Note about Plagiarism:
Plagiarism on any assignment will result in an F for the course and referral to the Office of Student Conduct.  The University’s student guide regarding academic dishonesty can be found at http://students.berkeley.edu/osl/sja.asp?id=1143&rcol=1201.  You should feel free to come talk to me about it too.
