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1 How much do you know?

1. (Ex 2.2) Put each of the following arguments into Fitch format. For each argument, say

whether it is valid, and also whether it is sound. Be prepared to explain your answers about

validity and soundness.

(a) Anyone who wins an academy award is famous. Meryl Streep won an academy award.

Hence, Meryl Streep os famous.

(b) Harrison Ford is not famous. After all, actors who win academy awards are famous,

and he has never won one.

(c) The right to bear arms is the most important freedom. Charlton Heston said so, and

he’s never wrong.

(d) Al Gore must be dishonest. After all, he’s a politician and hardly any politicians are

honest.

(e) Mark Twain lived in Hannibal, Missouri, since Sam Clemens was born there, and Mark

Twain is Sam Clemens.

(f) No one under 21 bought beer here last night, officer. Geez, we were closed, so no one

bought anything last night.

(g) Claire must live on the same street as Laura, since she lives on the same street as Max

and he and Laura live on the same street.
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2. On page 47 of the textbook the following point is made: ‘if S is a logical consequence of P

then it is also a logical consequence of P and Q’.

(a) Replace the variables P , Q and S with sentences in order to arrive at an example of

this statement.

(b) Now, recall the definition of logical consequence as best as you can and use it to show

why the statement is true. (Hint: first use the definition to explain what ‘S is a logical

of consequence of P ’ means. Then explain why S stands in the same relationship to P

and Q.)
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