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Ph.D., expected December 2009, Philosophy, University of California, Berkeley
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Areas of Specialization

Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Perception

Areas of Competence
Epistemology, Philosophy of Language, Philosophy of Cognitive Science, History
of Philosophy (especially ancient, early modern, Kant, and Phenomenology)
Dissertation
Perception, Representation, and the World
I defend a direct realist theory of perceptual experience and develop an approach
to accounting for perceptual error based on the idea that appearances are relational
properties of objects. I also argue that representationalist theories of experience

fail to account for the foundational role that perception plays in our mental lives.

Committee: John Campbell (chair), Alva No€, Alison Gopnik (Psychology)



Refereed Journal Articles
‘Concepts and Imagery in Episodic Memory’. Anthropology and Philosophy
Volume 7, No. 1, December 2006.

Recent Talks and Presentations

‘Representationalism and the Transparency of Experience’, University of Sienna
(Italy), June 2008.

Comments on ‘Attention and Its Phenomenology’ by Wayne Wu. APA Central
Division Meeting, April 2008.

Comments on ‘Visual Perceptions: A Plea for Simple Contents’, by Malte Willer.
APA Pacific Division Meeting, March 2008.

‘Theories of Perception and the Nature of Illusion’, Colorado College, March
2008.

‘Theories of Perception and the Nature of Illusion’, Bryn Mawr College, February
2008.

‘Theories of Perception and the Nature of Illusion’, SUNY New Paltz, January
2008.

‘Direct Realism and Perceptual Error’ (poster presentation), Society for
Philosophy and Psychology, June 2007.

‘How to be a Direct Realist’, London/Berkeley Graduate Philosophy Conference,
UC Berkeley, May 2007.

‘Perceptual Experience and Error’, APA Pacific Division Meeting, April 2007.
‘Direct Realism and Perceptual Error’, University of Bristol Graduate and Post-
doctoral Conference in Philosophy of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Biology,

March 2007.

‘Memory and the Content of Experience’ (poster presentation), Association for
the Scientific Study of Consciousness, Oxford, June 2006.

Comments on ‘Context and Perceptual Content’ by lan Phillips, London/Berkeley
Graduate Conference, University College London, May 2006.

‘Perception and Representational Content’, London/Berkeley Graduate
Conference, UC Berkeley, May 2005 (blind reviewed).



Fellowships and Awards

Teaching Fellowship, Introduction to the Humanities Program, Stanford
University, Fall 2008-Spring 2009.

Honorable Mention, SPP Poster Prize for best poster presentation, Society for
Philosophy and Psychology, June 2007.

APA Graduate Student Outstanding Paper Prize, April 2007. Travel stipend for a
graduate student making a presentation at the Pacific APA meeting.

Association for the Scientific Study of Consciousness Graduate Student Travel
Award, June 2006. Competitive award for a graduate student making a
presentation at ASSC 10.

Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, Graduate Division, UC Berkeley, Fall 2005-
Spring 2006. Support for dissertation research and writing.

France-Berkeley Fund Research Grant (co-recipient), Fall 2002-Spring 2003.
$10,000 grant to pursue research involving scholars from UC Berkeley and
France. Our project, which included four graduate students from UC Berkeley,
and three from France, involved the organization of two conferences devoted to
the topic of the influence of Kant’s philosophy.

Church Fellowship, UC Berkeley, Fall 2001-Spring 2002.

Distinction, M.A. Comprehensive Exam in Philosophy, Boston College, May
2000. A one-hour oral exam conducted by three faculty members based on a
reading list from the history of philosophy.

Presidential Fellowship, College of Letters and Sciences, Boston College, Fall
1999-Spring 2001. Competitive fellowship awarded to approximately four
doctoral candidates in the College of Letters and Sciences per year.

Teaching Experience

Primary Instructor:
The Nature of Mind, Summer 2007 (UC Berkeley)

Introduction to Ancient Philosophy, Summer 2005 (UC Berkeley)
Philosophy of the Person I and II, Fall 2000/Spring 2001 (Boston College)

Teaching Fellow (Stanford University):
Truth and Morality, Fall 2008 (Chris Bobonich and Nadeem Hussain)
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Teaching Assistant (UC Berkeley):

Philosophical Methods, Fall 2008 (Lara Buchak)

Kant and German Idealism, Spring 2008 (Rolf Horstmann)
Philosophy of Mind, Fall 2007 (Michael Martin)

Theory of Knowledge, Spring 2007 (Branden Fitelson)

Theory of Meaning, Fall 2006 (John Campbell)

Philosophical Methods, Spring 2005 (Robert Gorton)

Kant, Fall 2004 (Edwin McCann)

Philosophy of Perception, Spring 2004 (Alva Nog)

Theory of Meaning, Summer 2003 (John MacFarlane)

The Nature of Mind, Spring 2003 (Ami Kronfeld)

Introduction to Ancient Philosophy, Fall 2002 (John MacFarlane)
Introduction to Modern Philosophy, Summer 2002 (Hannah Ginsborg)

Conferences and Colloquia Organized

Philosophy and Psychology of Concepts, March 2008, co-organized with Tania
Lombrozo (Department of Psychology, UC Berkeley). Participants: Ned Block,
John Campbell, Susan Carey, Rob Goldstone, James Hampton, Hannah Ginsborg,
Alison Gopnik, Eric Margolis, Mohan Matthen, Eleanor Rosch, Fei Xu.
Website: http://cognition.berkeley.edu/ConceptsWorkshop/Home.html.

Berkeley/Stanford/Davis Graduate Philosophy Conference, April 2007.

France-Berkeley Fund Conference: What can I know? What ought I do? What
May I hope? Normativity and the Kantian Project, April 2003, UC Berkeley.

France-Berkeley Fund Conference: Kant et La Normativite, November 2002,
Paris and Amiens, France.

UC Berkeley Philosophy Department Colloquium Series, May 2002-April 2003.

Graduate Coursework
UC Berkeley:

Early Wittgenstein (Hans Sluga)

Experience and Judgment (graduate seminar, Hannah Ginsborg)
Theory of Meaning (John MacFarlane)

The Concept of the Political (graduate seminar, Hans Sluga)

The Unity of the Proposition (graduate seminar, Donald Davidson)
Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations (Barry Stroud)
Valuing (graduate seminar, Samuel Scheffler)
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Boston College

Hegel’s Logic (graduate seminar, Oliva Blanchette)

Later Heidegger (graduate seminar, William Richardson)

St. Augustine (Gerald O’Brien)

Levinas and Heidegger (Jacques Taminiaux)

Foundations of Ethics (Patrick Byrne)

Kant and Hegel’s Aesthetics (Jacques Taminiaux)

Husserl’s Logical Investigations (graduate seminar, Richard Cobb-Stevens)
Heidegger’s Contributions to Philosophy (graduate seminar, William Richardson)

Courses Audited at UC Berkeley

Kant’s Critique of Judgment (graduate seminar, Hannah Ginsborg)
Recent Work in Ethics (graduate seminar, Jay Wallace)
Experience and the World (graduate seminar, Alva Nog€)
Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of Perception (Hubert Dreyfus)
Causal Learning (graduate seminar, John Campbell and Alison Gopnik)
Intentionality (graduate seminar, Alva No¢€)

Phenomenal Content (graduate seminar, Mike Martin)

Concepts (graduate seminar, Hannah Ginsborg)

Spatial Representation (graduate seminar, John Campbell)
Theories of Concepts (graduate seminar, Tania Lombrozo)
Appearance and Expression (graduate seminar, Mike Martin)
Hegel (graduate seminar, Rolf Horstmann)

Professional Affiliations
American Philosophical Association

Association for the Scientific Study of Consciousness

Society for Philosophy and Psychology

Other Scholarly Activities
Research Fellow, Institute of Philosophy, University of London, May 2006.

Co-founder of the Townsend Center Working Group in the Philosophy of Mind,
an interdisciplinary group meeting several times each semester at UC Berkeley to
discuss recent work in neuroscience, cognitive psychology, and philosophy of
mind (http://neurophilosophy.berkeley.edu).



Editorial Assistant to Alva Noé for a special issue of Phenomenology and
Cognitive Science Vol. 6 No. 1-2 (2007), devoted to Daniel Dennett’s theory of
heterophenomenology.

Languages

French (reading and speaking competence), German (basic reading competence)
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James Genone Research Statement

Dissertation Abstract

In my dissertation, I consider how best to account for two central intuitions about the nature of
perceptual experience: direct realism, the idea that perception puts us into unmediated contact
with the world around us; and perceptual error, the idea that perception can sometimes be
misleading or mistaken. Despite the intuitiveness of both direct realism and perceptual error,
these ideas can seem to be in conflict with each other. If perception simply puts us into direct
contact with how things are in the world around us, how could it ever be mistaken? Resolving
this tension is a problem of central importance for the philosophy of perception. I reject currently
popular representationalist approaches to these issues and develop an alternative theory.

According to the view I defend, the notion of acquaintance with objects and their properties
should play the central theoretical role in a direct realist theory of perception. The notion of
acquaintance is that of a relation of conscious awareness to objects which is epistemically more
basic than propositional knowledge of them. Focusing on acquaintance offers the possibility of a
theory of perception that can account for the foundational role that perception plays in giving us
access to the world so as to make possible other cognitive states which refer to it.

While it is easy to see how a theory of perception based on acquaintance is version of direct
realism, it is more challenging to understand how it could account for perceptual error. I claim
that the key is to understand appearances—which are usually thought of as subjective features of
our experiential states—as instead properties of objects in the world around us. My view holds
that we should distinguish between intrinsic properties of objects, such as shape, color, and size,
and their appearance properties, for example, the property of a coin appearing elliptical when
viewed from an angle, or the property of a white wall appearing yellow in yellow lighting.

I argue that our understanding of the relationship between appearance properties and intrinsic
properties is central to the epistemology of perception. In cases of perceptual constancy, such as
when a building seen from far away nevertheless appears to be very large, our understanding of
appearances allows us to perceive the building’s actual size. In cases of illusion, on the other
hand, our failure to recognize the relationship between the way something appears in a given
context and its intrinsic properties can lead us to form false beliefs about it, such as when we are
fooled about an object’s color by unfamiliar lighting conditions.

Representationalist views about perception hold that perceptual experiences have
representational content, so that like beliefs, experiences can be evaluated for correctness or
accuracy. | argue that the appeal of representationalist theories lies in the mistaken belief that
they offer the only way of giving a direct realist account of perceptual error. I claim that the
alternative view I propose removes the motivation for representationalist theories given other
difficulties they face.

In particular, I argue that representationalist views make it difficult to understand how perception
could play the foundational role of securing access to the world so that mental representation
could be possible in the first place. 1 conclude that an account of perceptual experience based on
acquaintance meets the explanatory challenges facing a theory of perception, and does so in a
way that avoids the difficulties of representationalist views.



James Genone Research Statement

Future Research

My future research plans consist of three related projects: preparing parts of my dissertation for
publication, engaging in collaborative research on the nature of concepts, and exploring the
relationship between perceptual experience and conceptual understanding.

I have already begun working on a series of essays concerned with the nature of perceptual
experience that exploit the arguments and ideas contained in my dissertation. In my paper
‘Perceptual Experience and Error’, I question the motivation behind representationalist theories
of perceptual error, and defend an alternative non-representationalist view. In ‘How to be a
Direct Realist’, I consider constraints on accounting for the phenomenal transparency of
experience, and argue that a non-representational approach is the only way to meet these
requirements. In ‘Direct Realism and Perceptual Justification’, I consider an epistemological
challenge to a non-representational theory of perceptual experience—that experiences can only
justify empirical beliefs if they are propositional states. I claim that this challenge assumes an
implausibly strong foundationalist perspective on justification, and argue in favor of adopting a
more moderate foundationalism, in which perception justifies beliefs in tandem with a subject’s
background knowledge. In addition to these topics, in future papers I intend to extend my views
about perception to issues such as the individuation of the senses, the relationship between
perception and action, and the role of concepts in perceptual experience.

This latter topic represents a significant further research interest of mine. In addition to
understanding how concepts figure in perceptual experience, I have a strong interest in the theory
of concepts in general. I am currently engaged in collaborative research with Professor Tania
Lombrozo (Department of Psychology, UC Berkeley) in which we apply ideas from causal
theories of reference to the theory of conceptual structure. Our hypothesis is that facts about the
causal basis of concepts, rather than descriptive content, control inferences about the reference of
concepts (much as causal theories propose for the reference of proper names). To provide
empirical support for this approach, we have developed an experimental program to test whether
participants attribute possession of a concept to a subject despite the subject having very little
correct descriptive information related to the concept in question. If we can demonstrate that
possession of correct descriptive information is not a necessary condition on concept attribution,
this will lend support to a theory of concepts which proposes that the reference and individuation
of concepts is determined at least in part by a subject’s causal interactions with the physical and
social environment, rather than just the concept’s descriptive content. We plan to publish the
results of these experiments in several papers, and also to develop and defend our general
theoretical approach to concepts in a paper that specifically addresses philosophical concerns.

I eventually intend to employ this research on concepts in extending my account of perceptual
experience into a view that emphasizes the close connection between perception and cognition.
This will involve articulating a theory of concepts that is compatible with empirical findings
concerning conceptual structure, and that can also address problems concerning concept
individuation and incomplete grasp of concepts which have troubled traditional philosophical
accounts. Ultimately such a theory will demonstrate how the same capacities of attention and
discrimination that underlie our perceptual access to the world are constitutive of concepts in
their role as the building blocks of world-directed discursive thoughts.



